
The  
Eco Cubby



This book captures the journey of the designing and 
making of the SPCCCC Eco Cubby by the children, 
their families and educators between 2009-2013.

Eco-Cubby is a workshop program for children that place architects and 

designers in schools and communities. The program originated through  

the City of Melbourne’s CH2 building and aims to promote new 

approaches to sustainable design.  The program is facilitated and funded  

by Regional Arts Victoria and Artplay.

The SPCCCC Eco Cubby was launched on April 14, 2013

www.eco-cubby.com.au

Written by Emma Carter

Designed by Caitlin Ziegler | www.zieglerdesign.net

The Eco Cubby
A book celebrating children as designers,  

engineers, surveyors and builders

Huge skyscraper thanks to:

Ben Statkus Amazing Architect

Haidee Culibrk Educator

Sam Vale Educator

Maria Zarzycka Educator

Wendy Grace Educator

Viola Alexander Educator

Annie Mok Centre director 2003-2011

Ramila Sadikeen Centre Director 2011-present day

Richard Harris Construction Builder Extraordinaire 



‘Hold your breathMake a wishCount to threeCome with meAnd you’ll beIn a world ofPure imaginationTake a look
And you’ll seeInto your imagination’Leslie Bricusse &  Anthony Newley

One person saw an idea.

We can do that too.

We joined the idea and made it real.

This is the story of how the cubby was built  
from so many different imaginings and ideas  
that slowly over time were formed into the  
shape of the Eco Cubby.

He brought in models  
for us to look at and  
showed us pictures  
of different buildings.

We met Ben and he told us what an architect’s job was. 



Many, many drawings were created!  

A meeting table was organised.  

We mapped and planned our ideas. 



We began to make models with clay and found objects.  

Shapes were made with different materials…  
Blocks and sticks were stacked, placed side by side, 
threaded, twisted, turned and bent.



We tested different sites 
in all kinds of weather  
and how many people 
could fit inside.

Outside we explored where the cubby could go.  



The place for the cubby was decided. 

Amongst the bamboo was threaded a bamboo screen. 

We got to see what shapes could be formed and what  
it would feel and look like from inside and outside. 

Everyone explored it.



Ben came up with a plan and we began to 
construct our model. 

Thin lengths of bamboo were glued onto a wire frame.

The ground was made with a thick slurry of terracotta 
clay, a sprinkling of tanbark and careful placing of stones.



The roof was made and 
put on top to catch all 
the water.

Our model was fi nished.



It’s a shape that can be anything its only boundary  
is the limits of your imagination.
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that will be a table as well. 

We will have plants that grow
 up the side and form the walls.



In the first few years of a child’s 
life fundamental attitudes, skills, 
knowledge and patterns of behaviour 
are formed. Children form strong 
links to their environments and 
begin to develop an awareness of the 
impact we have on the natural world. 
The Eco Cubby project provides a 
way in which children can begin to 
work with and understand the value 
of minimising our impact on the 
environment in developing knowledge 
and skills as well as being empowered 
to make choices and decisions about 
their environment.

Their ideas have left a permanent 
structure for future children to 
imagine in.



The designers, engineers, artisans, planners, builders,  

creators, thinkers and general all round creative types!

Children who attended SPCCCC 2010-2011:

Mia Adams, Maya Anderson, Lakmini Attygale, Patrick Aylward,  

Thomas Ballek, Angus Barry, Aki Raber Bishops, Sophia Bowden,  

Owen Bexon, Dylan Burrows, Eliza Cannon, Omkara Carvajal,  

Sarah Canon, Mataso Chung, Ned Cowling, Tilly Cowling,  

Sebastian Curtis, Alexia Del Borrello, Oliver Entwhistle, Jac Evans,  

Stella Farrow, Anna Felie, Xavier Foldesi, Esha Gaind, Melissa Gomez, 

Elizabeth Harris, Samuel Harris, Samuel J Harris, Zoe Haywood,  

Emma Hoban, Zara Hoban, Mitchel Hoskin, Caitlin Jong, Nina Jost,  

Hugh Kabengele, Oliver Keen, Indianna Kruse-Sinclair, Harry Lamer, 

Danielle Levy, Mia Levy, Georgina Lew, Art Lewis, Justin Lin,  

Jasmine Link, Grace McCarthy, Brandon McMahon, Alex Metzke,  

Fernanda Navarez Rosso, Jasper Newnham, Lena Nguyen, Angus O’Dea, 

Charlotte O’Sullivan, Flynn Parker, Matthew Peters-Winter, Filip Radic, 

Toby Ralph, Olivia Rivera-Burke, Henry Rogers, Grace Rogerson,  

Olive Ester Rose, Luis Sari, Jami Schneider, Maddox Sharp, Takara Sharp,  

Christian Simmonds, Kahlil Slamet, Janka Somogyl, Ivy Stilleman,  

Cayla Sweeny, Alicia Thompson-Whiteside, Maya Thurlow,  

Maggie Rose Tynan, Jorja Vale, Tex Watson, Holly Whiting, Morgan 

Williamson, Jasper Wisdom, Stella Young, Alice Xu, Victor Zhu.

Thanks to all the people who helped guide  

and facilitate this amazing project:

Emily Atkins & Kelly Boucher  

Regional Arts Victoria and the Eco-Cubby Project

Katie Hodge, James Danatzis, Rachel Ngu  

ARUP consultants

Andrea Lange, Debbie Lin, Christina Negritas,  

Liz Nixon, Wendy Peters, Elise Dominique Rivera,  

Roly Slamet, Nicole Webster  

The SPCCCC Sustainability Committee

Lisa Ballek, Jen Bowden, Edwina Kabengele,  

Ainsley Solomon, Kim Stoddart  

SPCCCC’s Committee of Management

All the educators of SPCCCC: 2010-2013

All the families of SPCCCC: 2010-2013

Without your support, enthusiasm, guidance, advice  

and hard work none of this would have happened!



Swinburne Prahran Community Children’s Centre Cooperative 

131-133 Union Street, Prahran Vic 3181

Phone: (+61 3) 9521 4653 | Fax: (+61 3) 9521 4649 

Email: info@spcccc.org.au | Website: www.spcccc.org.au

About the writer

Emma Carter is an educator and has been part of the 

SPCCCC family since 2008. She has a passion for 

environmental and sustainable practices, and takes an 

active approach in integrating them into SPCCCC’s 

early childhood curricula.

It is Emma’s commitment and vision that has paved 

the way for innovative projects such as the Eco Cubby 

to come to fruition. 


